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MENTEE BIOGRAPHY & PRE-YEAR PORTFOLIO STATEMENT 
Due on Saturday, November 15 at the Poetry Workshop at Scholastic
1) Writing your Mentee Biography:


Tell us about yourself in under 300 words! If you’d like, you can incorporate styles or techniques you learned in today’s Memoir Workshop, including scene, description, characters, reflection, and transformation.

Make sure to include the following information in your biography.  Your information will be different if you are a new mentee or returning mentee. 

NEW MENTEES

· Full name

· Grade level and full high school name 

· Borough and/or neighborhood

· 
If you are not from the US, what country/city you are from?  When did you come here?

· 
Why do you consider yourself a writer (why are you passionate about writing?  Have you won any awards, scholarships?  Have you been published anywhere? What are your career aspirations?)

· 
What genre you like to write in (poetry, fiction, playwriting, journalism, memoir, etc.)

· 
What else you like to do (books you like to read, other activities, hobbies, jobs, etc.)

RETURNING MENTEES

· Full name

· Grade level and full high school name

· Borough and/or neighborhood

· If you are not from the US, what country/city you are from?  When did you come here?
· How long you have been with Girls Write Now (is this your second season or more?)

· What you have gotten out of Girls Write Now (with respect to workshops, one-on-one sessions, readings, special events, other opportunities)?

· Why do you consider yourself a writer (why are you passionate about writing?  Have you won any awards, scholarships?  Have you been published anywhere? What are your career aspirations?)

· What genre you like to write in (poetry, fiction, playwriting, journalism, memoir, etc.)

· What else you like to do (books you like to read, other activities, hobbies, jobs, etc.)
Write your biography on a separate sheet of paper and staple it to your Portfolio Statement. 

2) Writing your Pre-Year Portfolio Statement 

A. Reflect on Your Goals

Discuss the following questions with your mentor and jot down your answers:

How do you want to express yourself this year at Girls Write Now?

How do you hope to grow as a writer? How do you intend to use your time at Girls Write Now to do this? 

What new genres and/or themes do you want to explore? 

What new forms, techniques, or styles do you want to experiment with?  What do you want your voice to sound like?
Do you have any goals for editing your work or submitting it to contests or publications?
Overall, what are your top three goals for the year? 

B. Writing Your Statement  

With the answers to these questions fresh in your mind, now use a separate sheet of paper to write two or three paragraphs examining your goals as a writer, including specific goals you’d like to reach, and how your mentors, workshop leaders, and the GWN community can work with you to accomplish them.

REMEMBER, YOUR MENTEE BIOGRAPHY & PRE-YEAR PORTFOLIO STATEMENT ARE DUE ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 AT THE POETRY WORKSHOP AT SCHOLASTIC
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