[image: image1.png]write now





MENTEE ‘ABOUT THE AUTHOR’

Please email to meghan@girlswritenow.org by the Poetry Workshop, Sat., Nov 14
As one of your first pair session assignments, you will be writing an ‘About the Author’ statement with the help of your mentor. What is an ‘About the Author’? Open any of your favorite books, flip to the back, and you will find a short blurb about the author. Many ‘About the Author’ statements include personal biographical information, vivid details, and specific anecdotes that link the author’s life to her or his writing. 

Here are two examples taken from authors’ websites:

Many of my books are set in New Jersey because that's where I was born and raised. I lived there until my kids finished elementary school. Then we moved to New Mexico, the setting for Tiger Eyes. I also spent two years in Connecticut, where Just As Long As We're Together and Here's To You, Rachel Robinson are set. And Fudge-a-mania grew out of a summer spent in Maine. I don't think I could set a book in a place without knowing it really well. —Judy Blume

I was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, raised in Clermont, Florida, and currently live in Minneapolis, Minnesota. I write for both children and adults and I like to think of myself as a storyteller. Here are a few more facts about me: I am short. And loud. I hate to cook and love to eat. I am single and childless, but I have lots of friends and I am an aunt to three lovely children (Luke, Roxanne, and Max) and one not so lovely dog (Henry). I think of myself as an enormously lucky person: I get to tell stories for a living. —Kate DiCamillo
Now you’ll be writing one about yourself! Imagine that this ‘About the Author’ will be published along with your completed portfolio at the end of the season. In the meantime we will post it on the website, and an excerpt from it will be used in our annual printed anthology. 

This piece can be as creative as you’d like, and can show off your newly honed memoir writing skills. Like the two examples above, your ‘About the Author’ will be written in first person, meaning that you will be writing from the point of view of “I.”
Please make sure your ‘About the Author’ answers the following questions: 

· What is your full name?
· What is your grade level and where do you go to school? 

· Where do you live? (Borough and/or neighborhood)
· 
If you are not from the U.S., what country/city you are from? When did you come here?

· 
Why do you consider yourself a writer? (Why are you passionate about writing? Have you won any awards, scholarships? Have you been published anywhere?)

· 
What genre do you like to write in (poetry, fiction, playwriting, journalism, memoir, etc.)?

· What are your goals as a writer? What are your career aspirations?

· 
What else you like to do (books you like to read, other activities, hobbies, jobs, etc.)?
· How long have you been with Girls Write Now (a new mentee, a returning mentee, etc.)?
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