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MENTOR APPLICATION 2011-2012

Please email: 1) This completed application, Parts A-G; 2) Your resume; and 3) Two writing samples (max. 8 pages total) to enrollment@girlswritenow.org by July 11, 2011. Early applications are strongly encouraged.

PART A: HOME & WORK CONTACT

	
Date of Application:______________________
Home Information:

First Name:__________________________ Last Name:_____________________________________
Street Address:____________________________________________________  Apt#:____________

Borough:_____________________ Neighborhood (e.g. Crown Heights):_______________________ 

State:_____  Zip:________________

Home Phone:(______) _______________ Mobile:(______) __________________

Best time to contact you:_______________ 

Girls Write Now communicates with members primarily by e-mail (approx. 25 

e-mails per month). What is the best email address to reach you?

Primary Email:_______________________________________________

Do you have a Secondary Email address?________________________________________________
On Facebook? _____Yes          _____No           Twitter:____________________________________
Business Information:

Company/Organization:______________________________________________________________
Occupation Title:____________________________________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________________________ Suite:_________

Borough:_____________________ Neighborhood (e.g. Crown Heights):_______________________ 

State:_____  Zip:________________

How long have you been with current employer?_______________

Business Phone:(_____) _____________ Extension:______ Fax:(_____) _____________

Can you be contacted at work?  _____Yes        _____No  

If yes, when is the best time to call?__________________________



PART B: EDUCATION & IDENTITY

	Education (lease put an "X" for all that apply and include name of institution where applicable):

____
High School Diploma
____
Some College
____
Community College or Associates Degree 

Name of school: ___________________________________________________________
____
4-year College or Bachelors Degree

Name of school: ___________________________________________________________
____
Some Graduate School

Name of school: ___________________________________________________________
____
Graduate Degree Earned

Name of school: ___________________________________________________________
____
Other Education: Certifications and Diplomas

Name of school and type of Diploma: ________________________________________
Ethnic Background (please put an "X" for all that apply):

___ African American/ African/ Black
___ Caucasian/ White
___ Middle Eastern

___ Native American/ American Indian/ Alaskan
___ Asian/ Asian American
___ Other
___ Hispanic/Latina
___ Chicano/ Mexican American



PART C: WRITING, TEACHING, AND MENTORING EXPERIENCE & SKILLS


	Are you fluent in any foreign language or American sign language? 

____Yes  _____No
If yes, indicate which: _____________________________________________________________
What are your genres of expertise?  Please rank the top three (1-3) genres/areas you have the most experience with or most prefer.

___Fiction

___Journalism

___Playwriting

___Poetry

___Children’s Lit.

___Editing

___Non-fiction

___Screenwriting/ TV Writing

___Sci-Fi/ Fantasy

___Memoir/ Personal Essay

___Marketing/ PR

Other (please list and use as much space as you need):

___________________________________________________________________________



PART C CON’T: WRITING, TEACHING, AND MENTORING EXPERIENCE & SKILLS


	What areas of new media do you have experience in? Please put an "X" for all that apply.
___Blogging

___DIY Publishing

___Audio Production
___Video Production
___Gaming

___Other

Please name:

What other social media, online publications or networks, or apps do you use?

_____________________________________________________________________________




Have you volunteered for any other non-profits or community based organizations?
____Yes  _____No
If yes, please describe your role:

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any mentoring experience?

____Yes  _____No
If yes, please describe:

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any teaching experience?

____Yes  _____No
If yes, please describe:

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Tell us more about your writing background (books or articles published, public readings, awards, blogs, etc.). If you have a website, blog, or online column, please include the URL. 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Although GWN provides a wealth of teaching and writing resources, we count on our mentors to infuse our curriculum with fresh energy and enthusiasm.  Please invent a sample one-hour, one-to-one mentoring session, imagining that you’re working with a 16-year-old mentee interested in any genre. (Please feel free to attach up to one page to complete this answer.)

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please invent a sample one-hour writing workshop exercise for a large group (50) of mentees and their mentors, in the genre of your choice. (Please feel free to attach up to one page to complete this answer.)

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
PART D: PARTICIPATION & AVAILABILITY

How did you hear about Girls Write Now?

________________________________________________________________________________
If referred by a member, who was it? ________________________________________________
Have you attended any of our readings or events?        _____Yes       _____No
If so, which one(s) and what struck you most about the event?

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
What motivated you to want to apply to Girls Write Now?  

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
What would you like to accomplish working with Girls Write Now?

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you want to join a writing community? In what ways would you be a valuable addition to this community?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

What qualities do you possess that would make you a good writing mentor?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
What are some of the challenges you anticipate encountering as a mentor, and how might you address these challenges?

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

	Participation (please check all that apply):

___ I am interested in helping to plan and lead a writing workshop
If yes, the genre(s) I am most interested in are:  _____Memoir _____Poetry _____Fiction     _____Playwriting/Screenwriting  _____Journalism  _____Essay Writing  
_____New Media (please specify:_____________________)
_____Other (please specify:_____________________) 

___ I am interested in helping to coordinate Girls Write Now public readings

___ I am interested in helping to coordinate special events (e.g. fundraisers, parties, raffles)

___ I am interested in helping to produce, design and edit an annual anthology

___ I am interested in providing college prep support for mentees and/or coordinating college 

prep events 
___ I am interested in providing pair writing support to mentors and mentees



	Availability:

	Can you commit to participating in Girls Write Now from Sept. 1, 2011-June 30, 2012?
	_____ Yes        _____ No

	Can you commit to meeting with your mentee weekly for one hour?
	_____ Yes        _____ No

	Are you willing to travel out of your residential/work neighborhood to meet with your mentee?
	
_____ Yes        _____ No

	Are you available to participate in Girls Write Now’s nine (9) workshops including Orientation, Trainings, and six genre workshops from September to June? Workshops are held on Saturdays once a month for approximately four hours and are a program requirement for all mentees and mentors. 
	_____ Yes        _____ No

	If yes, what is your workshop session preference? The AM workshop runs from approximately 10:00am-2:00pm and the PM from 2:00-6:00pm (times may change for 2011–2012).
	___AM    ___PM   ___Either

	Are you able to attend at least two of four GWN public readings held one Friday a month from March to June?
	_____ Yes        _____ No

	Do you have any physical restrictions you think we should be aware of? 

 ____Yes    ____No
If yes, please describe: 

__________________________________________________________________________________
Please note that the GWN offices located at 247 West 37th Street are in compliance with ADA requirements.


PART E: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please list any civic groups, clubs or associations of which you are a member:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
Tell us about some of your personal interests (sports, music, hobbies, etc.):

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have fundraising experience (e.g. event organizing, grant writing, letter writing, etc.)?  Please describe.

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Girls Write Now depends on the energy and resources of our mentors. Thanks to them, we have made incredible strides in sustaining our organization, increasing our visibility, and improving the lives of our girls. Do you have connections or resources that you believe will enhance Girls Write Now’s programming (in-kind food, beverage, or book/magazine donations) or presence (media/ press)? Leads to potential corporate or community partners? Suggestions for board members?

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
 PART F: REFERENCES & BACKGROUND CHECK

	Please provide us with some references:

If you are an employee, your business reference must be a supervisor. If you are self-employed, the referent needs to be someone with whom you are currently doing business. We also ask for one personal reference who can vouch for your reputation, character, and morals, and speak to your potential to help young women.  We prefer references who have known you for at least two years.  Please do not list relatives. 

Reference #1: Employer/Supervisor/Business Associate Reference
Full Name (Mr. Ms. Mrs. Dr./Title): _______________________________________________________
Company/Organization: _________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________ Suite No. _________

City:  ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip ________________

Business Phone:  ( ___ ) _______________ Home Phone: ( ____ ) ________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you: ____________________________________________________________________
Reference #2: Employer/Supervisor/Business Associate or Academic Reference

Full Name (Mr. Ms. Mrs. Dr./Title) : _______________________________________________________
Company/Organization: _________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________ Suite No. _________

City:  ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip ________________

Business Phone:  ( ___ ) _______________ Home Phone: ( ____ ) ________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you: ____________________________________________________________________
Reference #3: Personal Reference

Full Name (Mr. Ms. Mrs. Dr./Title) : _______________________________________________________
Company/Organization: _________________________________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________________________ Suite No. _________

City:  ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip ________________

Business Phone:  ( ___ ) _______________ Home Phone: ( ____) ________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you: ____________________________________________________________________

Background Check: 

Have you ever been convicted of a crime?  _______
Have you ever been convicted of a sex-related or child abuse offense?  ______

We will be conducting a criminal background check for each applicant who moves on to the final step of the enrollment process through a program established by the City of New York and the Office of the Mayor (“NYC Service”). Background checks are conducted in accordance with the standards set forth by MENTOR: National Mentoring Partnership of New York, our insurance company, and applicable federal and state law.


PART G: CERTIFICATION

	I acknowledge that this application (but not the writing samples) becomes the property of Girls Write Now. To the best of my knowledge, the statements made by me on this application are true and complete, and I have withheld nothing which would, if disclosed, reflect adversely on my application. Please consider my application to participate in Girls Write Now. 

NOTE: We will ask you to sign the above certification in person during the interview process.
Signature: _______________________________________________________________
Full Name (please print):___________________________________________________
Please email: 1) This completed application, Parts A-G; 2) Your resume; and 3) Two writing samples (max. 8 pages total) to enrollment@girlswritenow.org by July 11, 2011. Early applications are strongly encouraged.

Thank you very much for your interest in Girls Write Now.  

We appreciate your thoughtful attention to these questions.

Next Steps:

Qualified applicants will be invited to an individual, in-person interview, where we will ask you to sign the Girls Write Now Mentor Application and provide you with information about our criminal background check process.

After your interview, we will notify you about acceptance into the final round of the application process, which involves committing to volunteering with GWN for the year and attending training and orientation where you’ll meet the community and get the tools needed to work effectively with your mentee.

As part of the background check, all applicants will be fingerprinted, complete a questionnaire, be photographed, and asked to pay $25 towards the cost of the background check. The background check may take place at GWN or you may be required to make a scheduled visit to a processing center in Brooklyn, New York. Your final acceptance as a GWN mentor will depend on the clearance of your criminal background check. Any volunteers determined ineligible will not be permitted to mentor with GWN. 

Mentor-mentee pairs are announced at the first genre workshop of the program year. GWN program staff and the Program Advisory Committee reserve the right to make all final enrollment and mentor-mentee pairing decisions.
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